La Follette writes a winning script 
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cream comes to the top." 

Stevens Point was leading, 53-50, 
with 3:35 remaining just after Bill Gif- 
ford had hit a long jumper. 

Then it turned into the Rick Olson 
story. 

He pumped a long jumper at 3:15, 
then stole the ball and hit again for a 
54-53 lead with 2:27 left. 

Laszewski, who finished with 26 
i points — including 18 in the second 
half — countered with a pair of free 
throws, but again it was Olson on a 
jumper at 1:36 for a 56-55 lead. Las- 
zewski, however, came right back 
with two more free throws. 

Undaunted, the Big Eight player of 
the year nailed another jump shot 
with 67 seconds left, but Gifford gave 
Point its final lead, 59-S&, just 18 sec- 
onds later. 

Schell and his Wisconsin Valley 
Conference champions knew they had 
to stop Olson, but they couldn't. He 
zipped into the lane again, fed Hogan 
under the basket and the senior center 
layed in the eventual winner with 34 
seconds remaining. 

When the Panthers turned the ball 
over seconds later, La Follette went 
into its freeze with Olson controlling. 
Finally, Amundson drew the foul and 
iced the victory. 

"That other kid (Amundson) just 
picked the right night," said Schell. "I 
don't know if he shot like that all year, 
but it was a great time to have such a 
great game." 

La Follette shot .472 on 25 of 53 


shots, but was a perfect 12-for-12 at the 
free throw line. Following 24-point per- 
formances for both Olson and Amund- 
son, it was Hogan who added six. 

Stevens Point also weathered a 
cold-shooting first half, but finished 
with an even 50 percent mark on 23 of 
46 shots. 

"It was a great tournament cham- 
pionship," said the La Follette coach. 
"I thought both teams played weU. We 
thought we had the momentum going, 
but we just couldn't put it away. We al- 
ways seem to make it a little tough." 

The free throw shooting by both 
teams went into the record books. The 
pair clicked at .964 to break a 1965 
record of .900 by Monroe and Brook- 
field Central. 

Following Laszewski, Todd Barnes, 
an outstanding outside shooter, hit 19 
to lead Stevens Point. Neppl wound up 
with eight. 

Both teams seemed to feel the 
pressure in the opening quarter. La 
Follette got off to a 2-0 lead on Tim 
Jordan's basket, but the Panthers 
squeezed ahead, 10-6, as Olson encoun- 
tered accuracy problems with six 
straight first-period misses. 

The Lancers finally began to move 
when Olson flipped a pair of long shots 
and closed within two points, 14-12, but 
it wasn't until Amundson fired a cor- 
ner jumper with 3:39 remaining in the 
half that La FoUette took an 18-16 lead. 

They kept it until halftime and 
went to intermission with a four-point 
advantage, 26-22. 

In the third quarter, La Follette led 
all the way and once built an eight- 
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point margin, 30-22. Olson and Amund- 
son accounted for 16 of the 18 points 
and the Lancers sailed into the final 
period with a 44-39 lead. 

Stevens Point refused to die. The 
Panthers, with Neppl, Laszewski and 
Barnes scoring, forged ahead, 47-46, 
before Laszewski's jumper made it 
49-46 with 5:15 left. 

La Follette's familiar script began 
to unfold, and it started with two free 
throws by Amundson and an impor- 
tant follow shot by Brian Hinzman. 

"You have to give the Big Eight 
(Conference) a lot of credit, and I be- 
lieve that our kids profited from the 
outstanding competition. In my 23 
years as coach, I don't believe it has 
ever been this tough from top to bot- 
tom. These kids gave it all they had, 
and they made believers out of me." 


